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Republlcans outline strategy to
fight YuccaMountain decision

BY SARITA CHOUREY
BLUFFTON TODAY COL]JMBIA BUREAU

COLUMBIA — Republi-
cans on Tuesday criticized the
Obama Administration’s deci-
sion to halt plans to make Yucta
Mountain in Nevada a per-
manent nuclear waste storage
facility, and outlined their legal
and legislative counter-attacks,

Gov. Mark Sanford threat-
ened to take legal action against
the federal government if the
White House does not reverse
its position by the end of the
month. And Sen. Greg Ryberg,
R-Aiken, said he plans to intro-
duce legislation to divert pay-
ments flowing from the state’s
utility rate payers to the federal
government so that South Car-
olina can create a fund for its
OWN Waste-StoTage purposes.

Yucca Mountain, located 90
miles northwest of Las Vegas,
has for nearly 30 years been the
anticipated facility for securing
and disposing of waste in tun-
nels on federally controlledland
intheMojave Desert. Waste that
was destined for Yucca Moum-
tain is being stored at 121 tem-
porary locations in 39 states,
inchuding South Carolina, .

At issue is what to do with all
the waste if it is not headed to
Yucca Mountain,

White House spokesman
AdamAbrams said the adminis-
tration opposed to the site from
the beginning, but South Caro-
lina Republicans on Tuesday
said the White House's decision
comes down to politics and
efforts to protect a politically
vulnerable lawmaker.

“As we move to expand
nuclear power, the President
is fully committed to ensuring
that the nation meets our long
term storage obligations for
nuclear waste,” said Abrams.

“That's why he hes estab-
lshed 2 bipertian Blue Rib-
bon Comnission ... 1o conduct

a comprehensive review of
policies for managing the back
end of the nuclear fuel cycle,
including all alternatives for
the storage, processing, and
disposal of civilian and defense
used nuclear fuel and nuclear
waste” ‘ :

Ryberg said the administra-
tion's decision caine down to
politics.

“We have 30 years of science
and probably millions of man
hours and woman hours that
have gone into the science of
Yucca: Mountain as a perma-
nent depository,” he said.

“We probably have 10 min-
utes in a poll that decided it
wasn't good for the sitting
(US. Senate) majority leader
for Yucca Mountain to be pur-
sued,” sald the lawmaker, refer-
ring to Democratic Sen. Hamry
Reid of Nevada.

But during a press confer-
ence Tuesday, White House
Press Secretary Robert Gibbs
said otherwise.

“I think what has taken Yucca
Mounitain off the table in terms
of a long-temn solution for a
repository for curnuclear waste
is the science,” he said, accord-
ing to a transcript.

~ “The science ought to make

these decisions. The president
has a panel headed by Lee
Hamilton and Brent Scowcroft,
two. very able individuals, to
help decide (waste storage).”

Meanwhile, Ryberg said his
resolution will end any future
payments towadrd a permanent
repository for the federal gov-
emment, directing part of the
money to a new state fuid “to
pay for a different permanent
storage solution that we must
obviously find for ourselves.”

Tuesday’s Cohunbia press
conference  also  inchuded
Repuhlicans U $. Reps. Joe Wil-
son of the 2l congressional
distzict srvd Goeskisins Bocvort d
umm




